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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. It would appear that the specification is a product 
of translation from a foreign document and as such contains verbiage that is awkward 
and non-idiomatic in nature. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

2. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The claims appear to be a product of translation 
from of foreign document and as such contains many awkward if not indefinite 
limitations not commensurate with U.S. claim drafting practice. The claims should be 
reviewed and amended to clearly set forth the applicant's invention. For example sake 
in claim 1, it is not clear where "overlap regions" are located with respect to the link 
plates or chain. What does "the overlap regions always have a central region" set forth 
come structure? Further what makes for "some stop faces"? 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 and 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EP 0 
856 683. EP '683 teaches (Figs. 1-3) the claimed invention including link plates 1 
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having overlap regions generally at 14 with central region 2 and at least two stop faces 
5/6 and 30/32. With respect to claim 9, faces 30 have a concave profile and faces 55/6 
have concave faces. 

4. Claims 1-5 and 8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
DE 3,837,764. DE 764 teaches (Figs. 1& 3) the claimed invention including link plates 
10 having overlap regions generally at each end with a central region 100/102 and at 
least two stop faces 20/22/24. Regarding claim 5, the third region set forth is met by 
the structure generally surrounding members 110/112. With respect to claim 9, faces 
32/34/36 have a concave profile and faces 20/22/24 have concave faces. 

5. Claims 6 and 7 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David B. Jones whose telephone number is 571 272 
4518. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Derris Banks, can be reached on 571 272-4419. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free 
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